
Dear Parents, Families and Friends of  MCS, 
 

I am struggling to accept that the school year is ending.  
2020 has been so disjointed with lockdowns that it feels 
we are only about half-way through.  Yet, the seasons 
and the calendar do not lie to us.  Although the year has 
been very difficult, we can end the year with some 
optimism.  Optimism, not just because COVID seems 
to be largely under control in our country and the econ- 

omy has not completely tanked, but because optimism is hard-wired into the 
biblical worldview.  Our big story is one of  hope for this world and for 
humankind.  Hope, based not on the virtue or intellect of  man, but on the 
providence of  God and his redemptive work through Jesus.  Believing in 
and following Jesus assures individual salvation, but it also promises cosmic 
restoration when Jesus one day returns as King, to reclaim his creation and 
undo the effects of  the curse.  This Christmas as we gaze at images of  a 
baby in a manger, let us also bear in mind the Lord of  creation who will 
return as King to rule over a restored universe. 
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Reports 

Parents will doubtless be reading the school reports and looking for evidence 
of  academic progress in return for their financial investment.  Teachers enjoy 
writing glowing report comments.  It feels good to celebrate success.  This 
needs to be balanced against the need for teachers to report in ways that 
inspire further learning.  The congratulatory ‘well done’ needs to be balanced 
by the aspirational ‘now work on this…..’  Similarly, there is little point in 
celebrating natural talent because the school’s job is to stretch and extend 
students beyond such they can already master, into the scary zone of  
challenge.  We are all too aware that some students will read into such a 
comment that they are not good enough and will dissolve into an episode of  
tears and disillusionment.  However, in situations like this we must all develop 
resilience and look at what can be learned.  Receiving glowing comments is 
of  lesser worth than being inspired to keep learning and improving, 
developing our God-given potential. 
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House Champions  
The inaugural house competition brought about a fair dose of  friendly rivalry 

between the four houses.  Terms 1 and 2 were close but in each case Calvin was the 

front runner.  Term 3 saw Te Wiremu take the lead, leaving Term 4 wide open for 

any house to sweep ahead with a flurry of  point-scoring.  However, Calvin 

reinforced their position at the head of  the race and, although the race was fairly 

close, Calvin won the first annual MCS house competition.  Perhaps this is 

appropriate, given the Reformed theological tradition that underpins MCS? 

  Wilberforce Calvin Te Wiremu Tarore 

Term 1 405 437 399 398 

Term 2 459 484 462 445 

Term 3 342 375 415 390 

Term 4 349 405 356 364 

2020 total 1555 1701 1632 1597 

Left:  The trophy is held high for all 

students to see.  2020 house leaders display 

the final points.  The winning house enjoyed 

a pizza lunch.   

Student Leaders 2021 
As we farewell our current student leaders, we can congratulate the new student 

leaders for 2021. 

Left to right: Tiaria Wilson (Year 13), Tsidkenu Levae (Year 12), Mehekpreet Kaur (Year 13), 

and Kanak Ahuja (Year 12). 
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Kind Regards, 
 

Pete Slaney B.Sc, B.App Theol, Dip.Tch 
Principal 

Farewell Mrs Ross 

Mrs Ross is a dearly loved teacher who has been with us 
only two years.  In that time she has won the hearts of  
many students and will be missed greatly by our MCS 
community.  Mrs Ross has been traveling to Manurewa 
from the North Shore each day and the traffic has been 
very difficult to negotiate.  Mrs Ross knows she will 
struggle to find students as lovely as those at MCS, but she 
needs to find work closer to her home for family reasons.  
We are very sad to lose Mrs Ross. 

What Will 2021 Bring? 
Despite the shadows of  COVID-19 still lurking, there are a number of  things we 
can expect to occur in 2021. 
 

• We will have a new Year 7 teacher – Mrs Jessica Schellingerhout comes to us 
from South Africa, via Clayton Park School.   

• When the school year starts the administration team will be based in the 
new admin building.  Mr K will finally have his Deputy Principal’s office, the 
staffroom will be large enough for all the teachers to fit into and still breathe 
and there will be a staff  workroom that is not part of  the reception lobby! 

• Sometime in early 2021 Miss K’s Year 8 class will move into Room 206 and 
Mrs Thomas and her Year 4 students will occupy the room that is currently 
housing the admin offices.  The high school will then take over Room 210. 

• 2021 will see a larger high school.  Each year that goes by sees larger 
numbers fill the junior levels of  high school and these larger classes are 
steadily moving their way up.  We will need another high school classroom 
in time for the 2023 school year. 

 

I also hope 2021 sees our 8:30am Wednesday morning parent prayer meeting 
increase in size, our staff  team continue to improve in passionately providing 
quality education and our young people grow as disciples of  Jesus. 
 

I hope and pray that every school family has an enjoyable and restful Christmas and 
holiday period.  Treasure the years you spend with your children; they are over all 
too soon. 
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GENERAL NOTICES 

Enrolments for 2021 
Thank you parents for your support of  the school.  Your endorsement and word 
of  mouth recommendation is appreciated.  We continue to have a substantial 
waiting list with demand exceeding available places.  Please also ensure that you 
enrol siblings by completing an application form.   
 

If  you intend to withdraw your child, a full term’s notice is required.  If  you 
do not notify the school a term in advance, then you are liable for the following 
term’s fees, whether your child attends or not.  If  there is any possibility of  
withdrawal, please speak to Mrs Oosterbeek in the office.   

Yummy Fruits 

Thank you again for saving your 
stickers from Yummy Apples.  We 
recently received cricket sets for the 
school, as well as elastics for students 
to use in exercising and games. 
Thanks!  

Fees 2021 
Fees for 2021 are $1,650 per term for Years 1 to 8 and $2,000 per term for Year 9 
to 13.  Year 9 students are required to purchase a stationery starter pack ($40) and 
pay a book bond ($65).  Student ID cards are $10 for all high school students.  A 
prompt payment discount of  5% is applicable for fees paid within five working 
days of  the start of  term.  
 
Please note that if  you do not settle in the first week of  each term then fortnightly 
or monthly payments must be made.  We cannot sustain unpaid fees. 

Lost Property 

Please check the lost property basket in the Junior foyer area.  All lost property will 

be donated to charity at the end of  the term.  



Run4Bibles 

What a sunny day it turned out to be for the Run4Bibles Cross Country Event.  
Scheduled for the first time at the Botanic Gardens, both parents and students 
enjoyed this picturesque setting, as well as cheering along their class mates and 
fellow house members. A debrief  was had and improvements will be made for the 
next annual run.  Parents, your support was superb and we also thank the Shallard 
family for much of  the organising, to make this event such a success.  Bible 
League’s Johann Beukes and Paul Kleynhans were on hand to lend encouragement 
and support to this worthy cause.  
 
Students who placed well in this run took part in the Auckland Christian Schools 
Cross Country event held on 24th November 2020.  There were over a dozen 
schools attending and Rain Guo placed first in the Year 6 Boys event - well done!   
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

YEAR LEVEL WINNERS 

Year  Boys Girls 

1 Riaan Pitalia  Nia Tafea 

2 Zachary Bryant  Jovel Ong 

3 Riley Young Anabel Taffy 

4 Victor Carter Harmony Maireroa 

5 Levi Saseve Angelika Groenewald 

6 Rain Guo Anwen Fryer 

7 Savar Jalota Riya Rai 

8 Ryan Liu Zayda Sims 

OVERALL TIME WINNERS 

Year 5 & 6 Girls Anwen Fryer 

Year 5 & 6 Boys Rain Guo 

Year 7 & 8 Girls Riya Rai 

Year 7 & 8 Boys Ryan Liu 

AUCKLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

CROSS COUNTRY PLACINGS 

Rain Guo First Place Year 6 Boys 

Elijah Paddison Third Place Year 8 Boys 

Savar Jalota  Third Place Year 7 Boys 



Run4Bibles continued 

 Total Collected Average per student 

Year 1 $1,357.10 $48.47 

Year 2 $1,273.00 $55.35 

Year 3 $1,416.50 $48.84 

Year 4 $1,558.20 $74.20 

Year 5 $1,083.30 $43.33 

Year 6 $2,154.90 $86.20 

Year 7 $828.00 $36.00 

Year 8 $3,129.60 $120.37 

 $12,800.60 That’s 1,828 bibles! 

TOP FUNDRAISERS 

Zachary Bryant - Year 2 $467.00 

Oriana Kuik - Year 4 $457.20 

Oswald Kuik - Year 8 $397.00 
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Students grabbed the opportunity to shine God's light into the lives of  young 
people in South Africa with a superb effort of  $12,800 raised.  Bibles will help 
make God’s Word available to students who are desperate to read the Bible. Thank 
you all for your support. 
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

My Year 4 Year 
Swimming: I liked that we had 
swimming, but not much because of  
a-a-a-a-choo!! so I was saying it was 
because of  a-a-a-choo!!! lockdown. 
 
Lockdown: The reason we have 
lockdown is because of  corona virus 
which is a sickness a-choo!! and in 
lockdown we had no homework.  So I 
liked it. I got to play on electronics 
after I was finished my a-choo!! work.  
 
The Zoo: At the zoo we saw amazing 
animals like rhinos, giraffes, a-choo!! 
elephants, ostriches, orangutans, kiwis, 
pandas, lizards, lions, cheetahs and 
more.  It was really fun, but wait, 
there’s more a-choo!!!! 
 
The Science Roadshow: At the 
Science a-choo!! Roadshow we saw cool 
things and we had challenges to see 
how they work a-choo!! I might need a-
a-choo!! a covid test a-choo!  

By Harrison Willis  

I have had a brilliant year.  On the first day 
of  school I was kind of  nervous.  Then I 
met the new members of  my class.  After 
that I was fine again. 
 
When I started writing, I explained that I like 
big cats, especially the West African Lion, or 
also known as, Panthera Leo Nubica and 
Steve. Well, one of  them’s a joke, and I’ll 
leave you to find out which one.  
 
I was learning, term by term, SRA after SRA, 
book after book, until the progressions 
came, and I was good at English.  Mrs 
Thomas loved my writing, especially the 
story about the time I got a multiplying 
machine. Well, that wasn’t in the test, but I 
did seven pages ago and wrote it.  It nearly 
took two whole pages!   
 
Now, back to the topic.  I finally turned 9, 
and I was old enough to cook my own 
dinner with a teeny tiny help from Mom.  

By Ash Dhesi 

 This year started out pretty good.  We had New Year’s Eve, everyone got settled 
and we started school.  Then bush fires started in Australia, droughts in New 
Zealand and then floods in Australia. At least this year could not get any worse 
right…..  WRONG!  Suddenly a virus struck the entire world! COVID-19.  Now 
we were being home schooled. A lot of  crazy and unbelievable stuff  happened 
afterwards and soon it was already the end of  the year.  
 

What I liked - Going on amazing school trips such as the zoo.  I enjoyed spending 
this year with my brilliant teacher, none other than Mrs Thomas. 
Now there are a lot of  bad things that happened this year and if  I told you all of  
them we would be here for hours. The main ones are Covid-19 and people being 
racially abused. I hope that people will stand up for their rights. Anyway, except for 
about 200 more things, this year was pretty good.                        By Japleen Hara  
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Culture Day 
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Celebrating students’ efforts and 
achievements at Thanksgiving Services is a 
special way to end the school year.   
 
The following students received an 
Excellence Award which is no mean feat -  
scoring 75% or above in all subjects:  
Year 8:   Oswald Kuik 
Year 9:   Matthew Shallard 
Year 10: Ming Chen 
Year 10: Riana Brown 
Year 11: Samantha Whyte 
Year 13: Griffin Arendse 
 
Our congratulations extend to all subject 
prize winners and character award winners - a 

Thanksgiving Services and Award Presentations 

Term 4,  Week 8,  2020  

High School End of  Year  

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Year 13 students celebrated the end of  their schooling with a graduation dinner that 
included their family, friends, and past and present teachers. We rejoiced with them and 
applauded their testimonies as they honoured their parents and teachers. We pray that 
our departing students will remain strong in their faith, keeping their eyes on Jesus, as 
they start this new adventure.  
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Thanksgiving Years 1 to 4 

 SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
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Community Notices 

PARENTS’ CORNER 

School Magazine 
 

 

 

We have detailed our challenges and successes for 2020 in our first ever school 

magazine.  This is a wonderful keepsake for your children to look back at in 

years to come.  We have limited quantities remaining.  $20 per copy.   

Transfers may be made on-line to 12-3615-0014533-00.  Include your child’s 

name and Year please.  
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 Give thanks for 
 

• admin building making excellent progress 
• MCS has extensive waiting lists 
• students seem to have not been too adversely affected by lockdown events 
• there is no other Name under heaven given to humankind by which we can 

be saved 
 

 Please pray for 

• school families struggling financially 
• NZ to stay COVID-free 
• Christian education to maintain favour with government 
• Jesus to draw all people to Himself  this Christmas 

 

Scripture 
’The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The 
Lord is with you.”  Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 

kind of  greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; 
you have found favour with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you 

are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of  the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of  his father David, and he will 

reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; His kingdom will never end.’  
 Luke 1:28-33 

 
 

 

 

77 Rogers Road  • P O Box 75-623 • Manurewa • Ph 269-1050     

admin@manukauchristian.school.nz  •  manukauchristian.school.nz 
 

MATTERS FOR PRAYER 

TERM DATES 2021 
 

Term 1:   2 Feb to 16 Apr 

Term 2:   3 May to 9 Jul 

Term 3:   26 Jul to 1 Oct 

Term 4:   18 Oct to 10 Dec 
 


